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valour, .had seldom been recorded in the history of war,
Those 15,000 men under Abercrombie forced their way over
the stake-strewn ground, and hurled themselves time and time
again at the wooden spear-heads on the crest of the ridge, as if
unconscious of the deadly storm of shot which swept through
them. The Highland regiments especially leapt into the very
jaws of death that day. ,Jt has often been described how,
in their flaming tartans, with flashing claymores and with
shrill Celtic war-cries, they dashed at the impenetrable stockade,
hanging, on to the sharp stakes with dogged resolution,
struggling, climbing, leaping through and over the piled
trunks and branches, almost like wild animals robbed of their
prey, yet absolutely in vain, unable to pass the ring of bullets
which mowed them down like grass.

Abercrombie did not spare his men any more than they
spared themselves. Again and again he sent his regiments up
the heights, only to reap a fresh harvest of death. The French
officers were almost tempted to hold their fire out of pity and
admiration for such marvellous and futile courage. When that
day came to an end, 1,950 dead and wounded men lay strewn
among the sharpened branches or impaled upon the stakes.
The French had lost 300 men, a comparatively small number,
yet heavy enough to prove the grim heroism of English and
Scots, who, in spite of such impregnable position, had not died
without a blow.

Abercrombie retired to Fort William Henry, crushed in
spirit and full of dark despair. He had lost the confidence
of his troops, and it is probable he breathed a sigh of relief
when he was relieved of his command by Pitf s instructions.

During that year of 1758 incessant fighting took place on
the frontiers of Canada and at various isolated points round
the chain of lakes and rivers running northward to Montreal
and westward to Niagara. Forts were besieged and captured
on either side, but on the whole the balance of success was in
favour of the English.

Fort Fronteaac, on Lake Ontario, was taken by Canadian